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"Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee."
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The History & Archives Committee
of the Cooperative Association

is always looking
to increase its Photo Collection.

You can help by submitting photos
of:

*  Pastors
* Deacons

* Ladies Auxiliary Leaders
* Church Buildings

* Church Events

If Not YOU, Then WHO?

Send to: Lbfolsom @aol.com

As we embark on the beginning of our 5th year of publication, it is a
time of reflection upon those that laid the foundation for the Preservation of
California Landmark Baptist History & Heritage.

The first committeemen elected in 1974 were:
Bro. Les Scott

Eld. Allen Adkins
Eld L. E. McCalister
Eld. Martin Canavan

Eld. G. A. (Sonny) Williams

The “Origin of the History & Archives Committee” is seen in this
excerpt from the 1974 Cooperative Association Yearbook, page 38.

Les Scott of Visalia
First Chairman

Photo—
1988 Minutes

Excerpt from Correspondence dated April 5, 2013
“It is often hard to find the right words to express our heart-felt thanks and ap-
preciation for those brethren who have touched our lives, our churches and our
ministries. Many have labored long and hard to see that the history of Landmark
Baptist Churches in the State of California is preserved for future generations. I
personally owe much to those who have labored before me and stirred my deep
interest in Church History. I speak of those whose labors here on earth are
done, but the work they began lives on in the pages of history. They searched the
past, were a part of its making during their ministries and we today are privi-
leged to reap the bountiful harvest of their labors. ” Dr. Larry W. Crouch

Allen Adkins G. A. WilliamsMartin CanavanL. E. McCalister
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From the Archives
Photo Collection

Samuel Howard Ford
D. D., LL.D.

S. H. Ford was born in Bristol,
England, February 19, 1819….. He
was for several years editor of
the Western Recorder, Louisville,
Ky., and for near forty-six years he
has been editor of Ford's Christian
Repository. (Ben Bogard)
          He died in his 81st year.

To Be Continued in June 2015

History Tip: Leave No Stone Unturned. A majority of my personal History Library was built through eBay. The
wealth of historical treasures to be discovered there is amazing.  An example would certainly be the discovery of 2
Volumes of the Christian Repository, No. LXXXVIII.– April, 1859 and Vol. X—February, 1861—No. 11. Both
Issues are damaged but legible and contain a glimpse into the history of the times when they were first published. It
is not difficult to imagine the “Repository” finding its way into California and having some influence among Cali-
fornia Baptists.—RWC

S. H. Ford
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From the Archives
History & Archives Committee—Cooperative Association

     I have no way of knowing who covered up the Third Column at the time of microfilming but they
were certainly no friend of historical preservation.  This masked portion of the article renders the
whole meaningless. Does anyone know of someone that may have this Issue of the California Mis-
sionary Baptist?

   Do You know of anyone
that could identify one or
both of these Brethren?

Eld. E. K. Begley

Photos from the
History & ARCHIVES

Photo Files
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Death Notice / Obituaries—
From the Archives Baptist Newspaper Collection

The Baptist Sentinel December, 1987

Sis. Naomi Branch

Bro. Lester Scott Bro. Julian Anderson

The California Missionary
 Baptist—April, 1969 The Baptist Sentinel

 Baptist—January , 1982
HAC Photo Files

In Loving Memory
Sis. Stella Scott—Sis. Oza M. Keeling—Sis. Naomi Branch

Bro. Lester Scott
Bro. Julian Anderson
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Death Notice / Obituaries
From The Minutes of 1958 California State

Missionary Baptist Association

Eld. J. Albert Maples Eld. Lee Dowdle Eld. John Cooper

Excerpt from:
EARNESTLY CONTEND

FOR THE FAITH
BY ELDER A. F. SIMMONS

     "Earnestly contend for the faith," does not
mean, that we shall in an angry, dominating
manner, and in abusive language endeavor to
coerce our fellow man into submission to our
ideas, but it does require, that with our convic-
tions firmly fixed on the word of God, we shall
unwaveringly insist upon a full submission unto
the will of Him who is the head of His body, the
church.

As printed in THE WESTERN BAPTIST
BEAVER, OREGON...VOL.1 ~ NO. 1

NOVEMBER 1, 1921
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Death Notice / Obituaries
From the Minutes of  the

 California State Missionary Baptist Association

Eld. T. E. Griffith
HAC—Photo Files

Courtesy of
Roseville Church
History Booklet

1958

1977

1967 Yearbook1966 Yearbook

Officers of the
California State Missionary

Baptist Association
Holloway, Schuh, Canfield & Wersky

1965 Yearbook
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Death Notice / Obituaries
From the Minutes of  the

 California State Missionary Baptist Association

Continued on Page 9

1991

Photo & Text Golden Jubilee Book—page 96
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Death Notice / Obituaries
From the Minutes of  the

 California State Missionary Baptist Association
Continued From  Page 8 Continued From  Page 8

T. Wendell Bratcher
HAC Photo Files

19851991

Photo on Left from: 1983 Yearbook
52nd Session—California State Missionary
Baptist Association—page12
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The California Missionary
 Baptist—October, 1976

Death Notice / Obituaries
From The Baptist Newspaper Collection

The California Missionary
 Baptist—October, 1968

The Baptist Sentinel
—October, 1983

The California Missionary
 Baptist—November, 1971

In Memory

Sis. Ashley White

Sis. Ruth Perkins

Sis. Corrine Meyers

Sis. W. S. Goulding
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Death Notice / Obituaries
From The Baptist Newspaper Collection

The Baptist Sentinel              November, 1987

 Sentinel Photo
September, 1979

The Sentinel—August, 1987

Sentinel Photo
October, 1985

Sentinel—July 1987

Nancy Earline
Begley

Sentinel—July 1976

 Anna Hill
Crawford

In Loving Memory of the Pastor’s Wife

Sis. Anna Crawford
Sis. Nancy Earline Begley

Sis. Charlotte Monroe



11

Death Notice / Obituaries
From the 1997—Minutes of  the

 California State Missionary Baptist Association

1995 Yearbook—California State
Missionary Baptist Association



12

Death Notice / Obituaries—
From the Archives Baptist Newspaper Collection
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Death Notice / Obituaries—
From the Archives Baptist Newspaper Collection

The Baptist Sentinel
September 1976

The Missionary Baptist
November 1982

The Baptist Sentinel
April 1993

The Missionary Baptist
June 1981

In Loving Memory of

Sis. Marie Adkins

Sis. Nancy Dickerson

Sis. Effie Hall

Sis. Phyllis Lowene Kugler
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The Missionary Baptist
April 1981

The Missionary Baptist
September 1983

The Missionary Baptist
April 1982

Death Notice / Obituaries—
From the Archives Baptist Newspaper Collection

Continued in Middle Column

In Loving Memory Of

Sis. Shelly Elaine Moen

Sis. Gertrude Canfield

Sis. Hester Hill
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Dr. D. S. (Boots) Madden
From The Baptist Newspaper Collection
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Featured History & Archives Committeeman
Eld. Larry Crouch

Crouch, Larry W. (ABA)

   Brother Larry was born August 30, 1942 in Tuolumne, California. He was saved
and baptized by the Friendship MBC in Sacramento. He surrendered to preach and
was licensed by the Vallejo MBC, in 1958. He was ordained by the South Gate
FMBC in 1964.

   He is a graduate of CMBI. He taught in CMBI. He received his Doctorate from
FMBI and is now teaching at FMBI.

   He pastored MBC in Auburn, Washington from 1963-66; MBC in San Fernando
1967; LMBC in Porterville from 1968-71; FMBC in Riverbank from1971-72;

Calvary MBC in Rowland Heights from 1972-79; Emmanuel MBC in Martinez from 1980-83; LMBC in San
Jose from 1984-86; Bethel MBC in Oakley as Associate pastor from 1987-90 and pastor from 1991- 2007; and
Landmark MBC of Oakhurst since 2008.

Larry serves on both the State and national History and Archives committee and has been a Sunday School
literature writer since 1993. He wrote The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail and Major and Minor Prophets.

History of Landmark Baptists of California
Volume Two—Who We Are
Pages 53 & 54
Published by the History & Archives Committee
Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptists of California—2010

2005 ABA
Pictorial Directory

Three Generations of Crouch Pastors
Elders Charles, Larry & Zak Crouch

Image from the Facebook Page of Zak Crouch

The brief biography, above, falls far short of the Life & Labors of Bro. Crouch. His ministry and service to the
Lord’s people spans a period of 57 years and we trust he’ll be preaching until the Lord Comes. He has been and
faithful brother in the Lord, is a thoughtful, concise and sound Biblical preacher who has always sought the exalt
the Christ of the Bible and edify His churches and his brethren. And lastly, it has been both a pleasure and a joy
to labor with him on the History & Archives Committee. RWC


